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Pioneering Civil Rights Lawyer

By MaxC HOGAN

Ellen S. Simonr is not only a pioneering
4l rights lawyer — ahe's also a lifelong
1 of the Cleveland Browns.

50 when Reggie Rucker gave her offics a
It, Simon recognized the former Browns
wiver's name immedistely.

T definitely knew who he was when
st phone call came,” she told Lawyers
swkly.

The experienced Cleveland litigator
ik on Rucker's lawsuit against a securi-
s company on claims of promissory
oppel and racial discrimination.

A Cuyahoga County Common Pleas
5 recently tossed Rucker $2.2 million
a verdict the Plain Dealer dubbed “the
gest catch of his life.” -

im has made a career of cbmp:{

Yiwiduals’ el
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mssment case.

1 went to law school to try to effect so-
Inhmand]hmmyhamamll
y that I have,” she observes.

Iaplbmm
\dﬁlduf!{al-wlmtrurﬁmmd-df-
wribed “product of the '60s,” Simon al-
ylhnwlhwmudmboahw
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And Rucker has remained mmlved.
with the B
the dub's director of alumni relations. Did
his ealebrity status affect the jury?
“Common sense would tall you that it's
certainly not going to hurt that your client
is & Cleveland Brown when loves
ita Browns so dearty,* Simon concedes.
Rucker's claim was two-fold.
F\nl., that Everen, for whom
until 1999, had not kept a
mmhdphmmnplmnmtym-
him financial

\s an the Cleveland
ive ventured east to Brandeis Univer-
f near Bul.m. volunum:m; fEer;m.;
m-m:nbwlpamm

Jpon graduating in 1974 she went to
% in the Office for Civil Rights of what

lmrmtvwk

campa.
ler office also did the firet review in -
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g vex di

ruvam.m&uh admintstra-
\ recently created a panel to review the
, portions of which the President ob-
dmdwmhIMMm
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Jh, I definitely watched him play,” she.
ulls. *T would have always followed the-
m,ﬂﬂﬂ'l'm'm.nugm'
‘Cleveland Loves Its Browns'
lanthmﬁmhm Siman's deep

costing
opportunities as a result. He also contend-
ed the company had discriminated against
him for being black  *
The promissary estoppel claim was fairly
cut-and-dry, according to Simon: “The de-

Tbohdmhchlm!h.luh-ﬂ,&m
called as a witness an investment banker
with expertise in the minority business en-
terpriss area at investment firms.

A former Everen employes of 11 years,
this witness told jurors about the oppor-
tunities available at the time and the re-

great length. He belped ta explain the busi- -

ﬁ-.hotubhnihdmtnwhmh
b felt be had been di

Other Career Highlights
The Rucker verdict may be the most re-
cent clip in Simon's courtroom highlight
ml,huti.uunﬂhemlym
In 2000, a Mahoning County Common
Phumwudd”lmﬂhmmﬂm
old Donna Frederickson of Poland, Ohio.
At the time the award may have been the
largest ever in Ohio in a civil rights or exi-
ployment case, according to Simon.
Pr.dm:k was dismissed three years

“Hs had been in broadeasting, s0 he's
certainly comfortable speaking to a jury,”
Smpmwm.'ﬂ.ﬁlmmmdbe
mmmummwu

of

fnammdldupmlponnumult for
him "

She called the discrimination issue “com-

“The manager was perceived by a lot of
people to be a bad guy to everyone,” not

hehndhm-mulbmby male

supervisor. Both men were

lawyers for both sides told the Plain Dealer.
“It seemed to me that if women were

nmoth salaries made by curregt players.’
‘s worked as a broadcaster for NBC in

d from sexual harassment, men

jost racial minorit i

ing to Simon.

On April 18, the jury found that Everen
had reneged on its promises to Rucker,
hnndthlt:thndd;mmmtdm
him. The promissory estoppel verdict was

earty 1980s, and ly b an,
wtment broker for Dean Witter. In 19956
vas hired as a broker at Everen Becuri-
Inc., now owned by First Union Beco- -
» Inc, the defendant in his lawsuit.

while the discrimination
claim was decided 6-2.

“We were thrilled that we won the case,
lndﬂﬂﬁquwul-uhdmm
for the money that he lost,” Simon

lhouldhmmlliwﬂuumm
Simon recalls.

In 1997 a Cuyahoga County Common
Pleas jury awarded Simon's client $1.65
million for allegedly being taunted and hu-
miliated by a supervisor with regard to a

nct.

sex

The Ohio Supreme Court upheld the
mmbutm]ymﬂudundm
tional i of | distress.

Cleveland attorney

Ellen S. Simon (left)
helped former Cleveland
Brown receiver Reggie
Rucker win a $2.2 million
jury verdict against a
securities firm.
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“The court held that he was harassed,
but they did not believe that he was ha-
rassed because of his gender,” Simon says.

But Simon is most proud of some cases
that didn’ show up in the headlines.

Not long after the 1890 passage of the

with Disabilities Act, Simon
worked on behalf of the ACLU in what
she believes was the nation's first AIDS
discrimination trial. The case involved a
man whom a hospital had refused to ad-
mit because he had AIDS, and it remains
wvery important to her.

In another case that brings her partic-
ular pride, Simon once represented a
woman who was terminated because ahe
went to chemotherapy treatments.

“That ease went to the Suprems Court
and we were successful,” she recalls.

As far the future is concerned, Simon
expecta to stick with the game plan that
has gotten her this far.

“It's very rewarding when you can take

a sitoation and get it corrected, and it's
also very sad when you can't,” she points
out. “In a larger sense, the changes that
we've seen taking place (over the last 20
years) on behalf of civil nghts victims
have been very important to me, and very
rewarding.”
After devoting herself to the law so in-
tensely that she says she has had very lit-
tle time to develop any outside interests
other than her family, Simon does hope to
take a little more time off now that both of
her children will be in college.

As long as she keeps her Sundays free,
that's just fine. o



